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Inside this issue: 

Advent, if one could have a favorite season of the liturgical year, I would have to claim this one for me.  That is 

not to say that the others, like Lent and Easter, are unimportant but Advent is mine.  When Lent and Easter come, I 

would probably say that Lent and Easter are my favorites. But for today, Advent is it! 

 

So, I have to ask myself, why then is Advent so valuable for my own faith journey?  Advent is a season of prepa-

ration for the birth of Christ and sets the stage for the future reign of Christ.  Advent is a preparation for rather 

than a celebration of Christmas.  The music of Advent in many churches is confined to hymns specifically written 

to carry this message of preparation.  While many communities of faith use ‘Christmas Carols’ during the Advent 

season during worship. However, the celebration of Christmas begins on Christmas Eve and continues for the next 

twelve days. 

 

The season of Advent this year begins on Sunday, November 30th, and continues for four 

Sundays.  In the month of November the focus for worship has been on hymns of the 

church.  The season of Advent will continue this practice with the focus on the hymn ‘What 

Child is This’ with a theme of ‘Beyond the Lullaby’.  We will dive into this question that is 

much more complicated than the lilting lullaby tune, “Greensleeves,” conveys. We will see 

the story of the time leading up to the birth of Christ in its historical trauma-informed full-

ness. The story of humanity and its recurring themes of oppression and corruption run right 

through history and into our own narratives. Yet, we can rely on the assurance of the carol 

to confirm that God is “present with us” in powerful ways that continue to be the Word of 

Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love even and especially in the midst of hard times. 

 

The traditions of the season are also important.  The greens in the sanctuary, the Advent 

wreath with candles of hope, peace, joy and love, poinsettias, and music. My prayer for the 

season is one penned by Matthew Kelly: 

 

“God of hope, I look to you with an open heart and yearning spirit. During this Advent  
season, I will keep alert and awake, listening for your word and keeping to your precepts.  

My hope is in you."  
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Deacon’s Corner & more… 
                                                       By Helen Goss – Diaconate Chair/Photo courtesy of Mark Schiller 

Last month I wrote a long piece about upcoming services and the blessing of Pastor Sue Davidson being 

back with us for part of November and all of December.  I also talked about the survey results that had 

been shared by the Search Team on leadership change, ONA, and making space for others to serve the 

church.  My hope was that this might get people thinking about their individual talents and passion as to 

where they might bring new life to our church.  I am sad to say that some of my hope has been dashed as 

more are moving away from church than are staying to struggle through change.  Yes, church can be 

hard, but I truly believe gathering in community to find our way is a far better course than turning away 

in despair.  My fervent prayer this Advent Season is that we can find common ground and share the light 

and love of Christ with one another. 

                                                                                    
A Christmas Blessing by John O’Donohue 

May the Angels in their beauty bless you. 
May they turn toward you streams of blessing. 
May the Angel of Awakening stir your heart 
To come alive to the eternal within you, 
To all the invitations that quietly surround you. 
May the Angel of Healing turn your wounds 
Into sources of refreshment. 
May the Angel of the Imagination enable you 
To stand on the true thresholds, 
At ease with your ambivalence 
And drawn in new direction 
Through the glow of your contradictions. 
May the Angel of Compassion open your eyes 
To the unseen suffering around you. 
May the Angel of Wildness disturb the places 
Where your life is domesticated and safe, 
Take you to the territories of true otherness 
Where all that is awkward in you 
Can fall into its own rhythm. 
May the Angel of Eros introduce you  
To the beauty of your senses 
To celebrate your inheritance 
As a temple of the Holy Spirit. 
May the Angel of Justice disturb you 
To take the side of the poor and the wronged. 
May the Angel of Encouragement confirm you 
In worth and self-respect, 
That you may live with the dignity 
That presides in your soul. 
May the Angel of Death arrive only 
When your life is complete 
And you have brought every given gift 
To the threshold where its infinity can shine. 
May all the Angels be your sheltering 
And joyful guardians.
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WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
THE STORY BEHIND THE SONG 

By Muriel Magg - Music Team Chair 

 
The hymn, “What Child Is This?” #148 in The New Century Hymnal has a fascinating history involving an insurance 
manager, a serious illness, and a tune that was popular hundreds of years ago. 
 
The words were written by William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) who was born in Bristol, England. William was not a 
minister or a musician; he was a manager at an insurance company in Scotland with a gift for writing. 
 
When Dix was 29, he became very sick and severely depressed. During his long recovery, he found comfort and re-
newed faith by praying and reading the Bible. This spiritual experience inspired him to write many hymns, including a 
poem he called “The Manger Throne.” The words we sing in “What Child Is This?” are the first three verses of that po-
em. The poem invites people to look at the baby Jesus in the manger and ask, “Who is this child?” The chorus answers 
the question with certainty: “This, this is Christ the King.” It also reminds us that this baby was born in humble sur-
roundings so he could one day suffer and die on the cross for humanity’s sins. 
 
Verse 1 describes the scene: A baby named Jesus is sleeping in his mother Mary’s arms, and angels are singing in the 
sky while shepherds watch nearby. 
 
Verse 2 reveals the identity and connect to the future: “This is Christ, the King.” He is a king, but instead of being born 
in a palace, he was born in a stable where animals were. This baby is special because he will suffer and die on the cross 
for us. “Nails, spear shall pierce Him thru, the cross be borne for me, for you.” 
 
Verse 3 is a call to action: It is a call to everyone to worship this baby king. It asks people to bring gifts to the baby as a 
way to show their love and respect, like the wise men did. The song calls him the “King of kings” and tells everyone to 
welcome him into their hearts. 
 
Therefore, “What Child Is This?” is often considered suitable and sung as a hymn during the ADVENT SEA-
SON, aligning with the Advent themes of preparation, welcoming Christ into one’s life, and having a deeper con-
nection with Him. 
 
William wasn’t a musician, so he needed music for his poem. Someone had the smart idea to use a very old, well-known 
English folk-tune called “Greensleeves.” This melody is from the 16th century and was originally a secular love song. 
 
In 1871, John Stainer, an accomplished composer, arranged the tune and the lyrics together.  They were put together in a 
book of Christmas Carols Old and New, and people started singing “What Child Is This?” in churches. The hymn is 
more popular in the United States today than in its country of origin. 
 
So, a very old tune and a 19th century poem written by an ordinary person who found hope in God during a difficult 
time came together to remind us all about the wonders of Jesus’ birth that still echoes on to this day. 
 
BLESSINGS TO YOU AS YOU ENJOY THIS BEAUTIFUL HYMN AND CHRISTMAS CAROL. REMEMBER 
THE REASON FOR THE SEASON AND LET YOUR LOVING HEART ENTHRONE HIM! 
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For over one hundred years, The Christmas Fund has provided direct financial assistance to 
United Church of Christ ministers, church workers, and their families. Last year, over 1,800 
congregations joined together to secure the physical, financial, and spiritual health of those 
engaged in the life of the Church. Thank you to our community for your continued support! 

This year’s Christmas Fund theme is “When they saw the star, they were filled with joy” 
from Matthew 2:10. You will find the offering envelope for this fund enclosed.  We will re-
ceive this offering on Sunday, December 21, 2025.   However, you are welcome to give to 
this fund through the end of the year. 

Receiving the Christmas Fund ensures more ministers, church workers, and their families 
have the loving support of the Church in their moment of deepest need.  Thank you for being 
a joyful donor! 

Poinsettias!!!  
If you would like to purchase one in memory (person is deceased) or in honor 
(person is living) of someone for Christmas, please provide the following infor-
mation along with payment of $10.00. (Checks payable to First Church of Christ.)  
These can be taken home after the Candlelight Service on December 24th for your 
enjoyment or for delivery to a loved one. 
 
Given by: _____________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory or Honor of: (circle one) 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Your request and payment can be placed in the Collection Plate on Sunday, dropped 
off at the church office, or mailed to the church at PO Box 401, North Conway, NH 
03860. 

 
DEADLINE TO ORDER IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21ST. 
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Hurricane Melissa Relief Efforts 

 

Hurricane Melissa made landfall in Jamaica on 

October 28th, 2025 as a category 5 storm. With 

sustained wind speeds more than 175 mph, Melis-

sa is the strongest hurricane to make landfall in 

Jamaica since records began being kept. As of  

October 30th, most of the island remains without 

power, telecommunications and other basic utili-

ties. Presently, 13,000 people in Jamaica remain in 

shelters across the island and 34 fatalities have 

been reported – a number that is expected to rise 

as search and rescue efforts continue.  

Photo courtesy of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
 

After making its way across Jamaica, Hurricane Melissa made a second landfall on Cuba’s southeastern 
shore as a Category 3 storm and inflicted significant flooding and wind damage across the southeastern part 
of the country.  

In Haiti, heavy sustained winds from Hurricane Melissa’s rain bands and significant storm surge led to se-
vere flooding and landslides. Authorities in Haiti report 25 fatalities, with that number also expected to rise 
in the coming days.  

The United Church of Christ is issuing an appeal to support the immediate and long-term needs of affected 
communities across the region. The primary needs at this stage of recovery are shelter, safe drinking water, 
sanitation, healthcare, and food. In the coming days and weeks, the focus will shift to debris removal and 
restoration of access. Long-term support for reconstruction of homes, recovery of livelihoods, and restora-
tion of community services will be essential in the days, months, and years ahead.   

All donations will be deposited into the International Emergency Fund designated for “Hurricane  Melissa 
Response.” Your generous financial support will be used by our partners in the areas of greatest need, for 
relief and long-term recovery. Donations to the appeal can be made by sending checks to the New 
Hampshire Conference, 140 Sheep Davis Road, Pembroke, NH 03275 with Hurricane Melissa Appeal 
in the memo line.  
  
Prayer:   
God of love and mercy who sustains us in all of life’s moments,  
Be with those whose lives are forever altered by nature’s wrath, and those seeking peace amidst chaos.  
Compel the kindness of strangers and friends alike as we surround Jamaica, Cuba, Haiti, and the Bahamas 
with solidarity and support in this moment of immense need.  
We trust that through your community, our accompaniment may be made known.   
May we all know your love and support. Amen.  

Thank you for your support!  
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Vaughan Learning Center 
By Heather Ouellette, Director 

 
We had our annual trunk or treat and even though the weather was not the best we had a great turnout! 
Thank you to those who donated candy for the event.  
 
The holidays are in full swing here at the Learning Center. The children are adjusting to the change in 
weather and learning how to get their cold-weather gear on.  
 
Speaking of the holidays, our classroom Giving Tree is up in the office. This has ornaments on it that 
list items the classrooms need. If anyone is interested in helping with purchases, please stop by and 
check out the tree.  We are always in need of scent-free baby wipes, laminating sheets, scent-free trash 
bags, and Lysol spray.   
 
Thank you, and Happy Holidays from all of us at the Learning Center! 

Pictured to the left is the Trunk 
or Treat. 
 
Pictured below are the children 
playing in the playground. 
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HERE WE COME A CAROLING! SPREADING HOLIDAY CHEER! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please join our church family and friends for an afternoon of Christmas caroling to 
members and friends at Mineral Springs and our homebound folks. This is always 
a special time to spread the love of Jesus through song and help make their season 
brighter. All voices are welcome, from seasoned singers to first-timers! 
 
If you have never gone Christmas caroling, think about joining us.  It will be the 
best gift you can give someone - the gift of your time and love. Song books will be 
available. 
 
WHEN: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14th 
 
WHERE: MINERAL SPRINGS - 1:00 PM 
 

      VISITS TO HOMEBOUND MEMBERS AND FRIENDS TO FOLLOW 
 

TIME: MEET AT THE CHURCH AT 12:30 PM OR MEET AFTER CHURCH IN 
THE FELLOWSHIP HALL. 
 
SOUP, BREAD, AND BEVERAGES WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR THE CAROL-
ERS OR BRING YOUR OWN SANDWICH. 



 

 

P A G E  9  

C O N G R E G A T E  T I D I N G S  

V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  1 2  

12-07 Douglas and Lisa Gibson 
12-18 Steve and Denise Woodcock 
12-19 Sue and Tom Davidson 
12-26 Don and Laurel Ekberg 
12-29 Jim and Karen Umberger 

  

12-04 Carl Lindblade 
12-04 Russell Seybold 
12-05 Elizabeth George-Hussey 
12-06 Mary Lou Waite 
12-10 Hope Nusbaum 
12-12 David Shedd 
12-14 Lee Coffield 
12-15 Vinnie Furtado 
12-18 Ken Nusbaum 
12-19 Glenna Tibbetts 
12-19 Jodie Neal 
12-20 Carol Stoneman 
12-21 Conner Furtado 
12-28 Steve Cameron 
 
 

Please pray for those dealing with illness, surgery or 
recovery,  
especially:  Jay Donabedian, Evelyn Porter,  
Deb Smith, Barbara Starkey, 
Jeff and Lois Ward, Dick Altenbern, 
and Trina Jones. 

 
Remember those who mourn, especially the family of Cynthia Briggs. 
 
Remember those in our extended care facilities.  
 
Merriman House:   
Liz George-Hussey  
 
Mountain View:  June Waltz and Jean Smykla 
 
Please call the church office with prayer concerns if you wish names to be listed in the 
next Congregate Tidings. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Scriptures for this year during the season of Advent are not from the Revised 
Common Lectionary, but are chosen to accompany the theme of the season. 
 
 November 30 King of Kings (Hope) 

 Hebrew Bible  Lamentations 3:46-57 
 Gospel  Luke 2: 1-5 
 
December 7   The Silent Word (Peace) 
 Gospel  Luke 1:5-25, 57-80  
 
December 14 Son of Mary (Joy) 
 Gospel  Luke 1:26-56 
 
December 21 Enthroned by Love (Love) 
 Gospel  Matthew 1:18-25 
 
Christmas Eve  The Babe 
 Gospel   Luke 2:1-19 
 
December 28 This, This 
 Gospel   Matthew 2:1-12 

MESSAGE FROM MODERATOR 
By Karen Umberger 

 

A Special Meeting was called for November 2, 2025, to approve the new Vision and Mission 
Statements that were sent to the entire congregation in the October Congregate Tidings.  
Unfortunately, we did not have a quorum, so no action was taken. We will act on the new 
Vision and Mission Statements at the Annual Meeting in February. 
 
As we are approaching the end of the Church year, I would ask everyone to think about what 
Committees and Teams they want to serve on. We have several vacancies across all posi-
tions. If you are interested in serving, please let Denise Leighton know as she is Chair of the 
Nominating Committee.  Without having a settled Pastor, it is imperative that positions be 
filled in order to manage all areas of the church.  
 
This is a busy time in the life of the church. Please plan to participate as it is what makes the 
Christmas Season so special.  
 
I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
  



 

 

 
The Staff of First Church and Vaughan Community  

Service would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a new year filled with good hope, peace, and much joy. 
 

Blessings of peace and love: Pastor Sue, Anne, Patrick, 
Muriel, Jennifer, Denise, Heather, Mackenzie, Aubrie, 
Stephanie, Dawn, Natalie, Lynn, Emma, Haylie, Kali,  
Samantha, Molly, Abbe, Brianna, Becca, Samantha T.,  

Shavon, and Sarah. 

P A G E  1 1  

C O N G R E G A T E  T I D I N G S  

V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  1 2  

CHRISTMAS FAMILY HOLIDAY GATHERING 

 

You are invited to jump into the holiday season and join us for a 

on December 7th following Worship! 

 

The fun begins at 11:30ish with kid friendly food and ornament crafting! 

After our bellies are full, we will join in singing favorite holiday songs while 

wetrim the Christmas tree! 

 
In recognition of the ways we remind ourselves of the 

Advent Season, along with decorating and singing there 

will be a Blessing of the Nativities.  The manger scene 

or Nativity has been displayed in homes for many years.  

This will be a service or prayer to bless a Christmas Na-

tivity/manger scene, reflecting on the birth of Jesus and 

asking God to use the scene to bring joy and a deeper 

understanding of His message.  This time together is a 

way to remind those who see your scene of the humble 

birth of Jesus, and of peace, justice, and the joy that the 

Nativity represents.  Make plans to bring your special 

Nativity/manger set to share in this time of blessing! 

 

This gathering is for EVERYONE and will be 

over before dark!   

 

Please come and share some holiday cheer! 

 



 

 

The Congregate Tidings 
First Church of Christ, Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
PO Box 401 
N Conway, NH 03860-0401 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH  & VAUGHAN STAFF 
Pastor:  Sue Davidson 

Church Administrator/Editor:  Denise Leighton 

Pianist/Organist: Patrick Speckamp 

Associate Organist:  Muriel Magg 

Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir Director:   

                                                       Anne W. Polak 

Vaughan Administrator:  Jennifer Perkins    

Vaughan Learning Center Director:   

                                                   Heather Ouellette 

Church Sexton:  Mark Schiller 
 

Worship Service at 10am 
 

Church Office (603)356-2324 
Denise Ext. #1 

Fax Number (603)356-2106  
Vaughan Food Pantry (603)602-1801 

Vaughan Learning Center (603)356-5213 
E-mail addresses:   

churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 
Church Website:  www.firstchurchnc.com 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh 
 

Candlelight Service 12/24 at 7pm. 
Please join us to experience the di-
vine splendor of the Advent Season 
with Pastor Sue Davidson and the 
amazing music ministry at First 
Church! 


