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Getting Ready for Lent

By Pastor Sue Davidson

In the midst of a winter storm, I have begun thinking about the season of Lent. As usual, it seems that time is
moving quickly. With the recent ending of the Advent Christmas season, the calendar is already leading me to
considerations about the season of Lent.

So, I must ask myself, How do I prepare for Lent?

I know that the liturgical calendar calls for the colors in the sanctuary to move from the white of Christmas to
the green of Ordinary time and now to the purple of Lent. Purple is used during the season of Lent to symbolize
repentance, sacrifice, preparation and at the same time highlights Christ’s royalty and suffering. This color
serves as a somber, reflective reminder of the forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness, his ultimate sacrifice on
the cross and the call to repentance.

There are some faith traditions that practice praying, fasting and charitable giving during this season of the litur-
gical year. While these are good practices for any time of the year an emphasis during the coming season of
Lent is a time set aside to go deep in our own faith journeys. It is good to have a plan for doing. It is also good
to have a plan for being.

Worship during the season of Lent will be focused on the theme “Holy Vessels.” Each of us is created a pre-
cious and holy vessel of embodied love. We have been through harrowing times that have shattered our sense of
wholeness— body, mind, and spirit-like a glass vessel fractured into pieces. While looking at our physical, com-
munal, mental, intellectual, and environmental health the healing narratives of Jesus tell of divine solidarity
with human suffering and remind us that we can begin a journey toward making something Inside this

beautiful from that which is seemingly broken. 1ssue:
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Deacon’s Corner...

By Helen Goss — Diaconate Chair

It feels like an eternity since I shared in the January Con-
gregate Tidings. This January was a long, cold, snowy
month by the time it was over. I asked last month if you
8 found “Joy” during Advent or how you might find joy in
appy the New Year by serving at church. Well, there is some
positive news to report among the sea of resignations or

va[en i_ne ’S those “stepping away” from First Church for now.

:I)( {}f I shared in church that from my conversations with NH

Conference in regard to working through our period of

discernment that the candidate pool for qualified interim

or settled pastors is pretty much dry. I was advised that

for the upcoming Lenten Season we should look to partner with another local church for the special ser-
vices of Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday and hope that there would be an Ecumenical or Interfaith
Good Friday service offered locally. I let them know we were blessed to have Pastor Sue Davidson doing

her very best to help us through this undetermined period, and I was told we were most fortunate to have
her.

In addition, we have members that are willing to be a faith leader on any given Sunday. A church service
just doesn’t happen each week. It takes time, coordination with music, planning scripture with an appropri-
ate message, and getting the worship bulletin in order. If you are not a trained professional, this can be
overwhelming. I am most grateful to those who are willing to help make a service happen each week. As I
have told them, the length of the message is not what is important. It’s the meaning. And when given with
conviction, that’s what people will carry away with them.

Here is the schedule for who will be leading worship each Sunday in February:
02/01/2026 — Pastor Sue Davidson/Communion Sunday
02/08/2026 — Karen Umberger/Faith Led Sunday
02/15/2026 — Eryn Morency/Faith Led Sunday
02/22/2026 — Rev. Linda Hirst, NH UCC, Transitional Associate Conference Minister

When Rev. Linda Hirst is with us she will be meeting with the Pastoral Search Committee following wor-
ship and a time of fellowship. As a result of an extremely hurtful and divisive Special Meeting on Decem-
ber 21st, there have been several resignations off the Search Committee. Additionally, as there are only
three remaining members on the Diaconate and we need representation on search, I have joined the remain-
ing members on Search of Peter Magg and Gwen Johnson to serve. Rev. Hirst will be with us to help as we
regroup and plot an updated course with current information. We welcome anyone else that would like to
serve on this Pastoral Search Committee.

I am currently coordinating with a pastoral consultant to see if we can engage his services to help us
through this conflicted time we are all feeling. There has been much hurt felt given with strong delivery
that we need to deal with so we can move forward. Those remaining in our community of faith will be kept
apprised as I learn more.

May February bring us a better understanding of each other, a listening ear, acceptance of our own failure

and a pathway to forgiveness, time to reflect on new ideas, and much needed healing on the horizon.
Here’s to a positive Annual Meeting!

CONGREGATE TIDINGS
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CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING

You are hereby notified that the Annual Meeting of the First Church of Christ, Congregational,
United Church of Christ, 2521 White Mountain Highway, North Conway, NH will be held on
February 15, 2026, following the 10am worship service.

The Church By-Laws Committee appointed at the Annual Meeting held on February 23, 2025 is
proposing a new Vision and Mission Statement. There are also updates to the Church Constitu-
tion and By-Laws. The changes to the Constitution and By-Laws are lengthy and are available at
the Church office or in the Annual Report which will be available in the Church Sunday Febru-
ary 1, 2026. We ask all members to review the changes prior to the Annual Meeting on February
15, 2026.

You are asked to bring a brown bag lunch. Dessert and beverages will be provided.

W Dentsins, Clerk

2026 Prepared to Serve
February 28, 2026 @ Pembroke Academy

The 2026 Prepared to Serve workshops will follow our theme, "Another Way", by focusing on a new path-
way system: the Four Pathways of Care: Self, Church, Local Community, and the Wider World. The
workshops have been grouped into these four categories. This new system allows you to select workshops

based on the Pathways of Care that most interest you.

e Self: workshops focus on individual care, such as self-care, clergy support, or personal growth. Class
subject examples include self-care practices, living a fuller life, and making the most of your time.

e Church: workshops focus on supporting a church community. Class subject examples could include
financial trainings for churches, intergenerational worship, marketing or technology education, or pas-
tor/staff job search.

e Local Community: workshops focus on the local community, such as towns or states or multiple
churches in an area. Class subject examples could include social justice issues in New Hampshire, envi-
ronmental protection for local pollinators, or connecting with other church communities in your area.

e  Wider World: workshops focus on subjects that affect our national or global community. Class subject
examples could include anything related to Ukama, social justice lessons on a national scale, and how
the church connects to the global community.

Registration

Register online by entering the following URL into your preferred search engine: https://www.nhcucc.org/
events/pts-2026. All major credit cards and personal checks will be accepted.

*Each registrant must have their own email. If you do not have access to the internet, or if you are doing a
mass registration and do not have a unique email address for each registration, please contact Cameron
Keller at 603-225-6647 for assistance.

CONGREGATE TIDINGS
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“The View from My Window”
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By Jennifer Perkins

It’s a chilly yet sunny day in the Mount Washington
Valley as we prepare for some of the coldest tem-
peratures this winter season. Although it may be
chilly outside, Vaughan is warmed over by the
many thoughtful, considerate and generous people
of this community. I have just returned from
Cranmore Mountain whereby the Vaughan Learn-
ing Center received a $515.00 donation from their
“Pay to Play” fundraising event which supports lo-
cal non-profit organizations. Thank you, Mountain
Meisters!

Vaughan Community Service was blessed to be the
recipient of Revo Casino’s fundraising efforts dur-
ing the holiday break. In one five day period,
Vaughan received $14,939.00! Vaughan was cer-
tainly on the winning side of that week! Thank you,
thank you Revo Casino!

The Vaughan Learning Center continues to have a
waiting list for new families with staff participating
in frequent trainings necessary to keep up with li-
censing requirements.

The Vaughan Food Pantry maintains a steady flow
of people receiving assistance. Our program is

growing in that there are more opportunities for us to receive food. The Berlin warehouse sup-
plies us with free items as often as we can drive north to pick up. A pilot program just began
for us in the northern region of the state which offers another food pick up at the Madison
Food Pantry. All this in an effort for the New Hampshire Food Bank to answer the growing
need. Our partnerships with NHFB, USDA, Hannaford, Walmart, Shaw’s and Starbucks serve
us well in providing food to those facing food insecurity.

Before I conclude, the Senior Non-Food Pantry Program is growing. We have had a few peo-
ple pass on this month and we will miss them, yet we have met a few new friends who are so

grateful for this program.

High-Five a volunteer!

CONGREGATE TIDINGS
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R LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING R
W “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.” 1 John 4:16 W

By Muriel Magg - Music Team Chair

The story of hymns is fascinating. Charles Wesley wrote more than 6,000 hymns, becoming perhaps the most famous hymn
composer of all time. To this day, Wesley’s hymns are a part of every Protestant hymnal in the world, including the popular
Christmas carol “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing.”

The author of “Love Divine” Charles Wesley (1707-1788), was the youngest of eighteen children born to Anglican cleric and
poet Samuel Wesley and his wife Susanna in Lincolnshire, England. Coming from a musical family, Wesley was a prolific
hymn writer who left a lasting legacy of congregational songs.

Charles was educated at Westminster School and Christ Church, Oxford where he proved himself to be an excellent scholar
and master of Latin. In 1733 he received his master’s degree in Classical Languages and Literature and in 1735 was ordained
a priest in the Church of England.

Charles joined his brother John to become a missionary in the colony of Georgia, in America where John served as a chaplain
and Charles was appointed Secretary of Indian affairs. Within a year, both men exhausted, disheartened and depressed, re-
turned to England never to return to America.

Both brothers went through a period of spiritual depression but were helped by conversations with Moravians in London who
gave them renewed strength to spread the Gospel to ordinary people, particularly the poor and uneducated in the London
slums.

It was around that time that Charles’ preaching style became transformed, and he began to write the poetic hymns for which
he would become known. You might wonder how Charles accomplished this with much of his life on horseback traveling
from church to church. Part of the answer is that Charles developed a kind of shorthand so that he could quickly jot down
ideas as they came to him. He carried note cards in his pocket so he could record his thoughts even while riding a horse.
When he reached his destination, he would transcribe his rough notes into finished verse. Over the years few clergy welcomed
him and many resisted his message, but Charles continued to maintain his convictions that the Gospel was for everyone and
took it to all who would listen.

In April 1749, Charles married Sarah Gwynn. Together they had eight children, only three who survived. Charles’ two sons
went on to become talented composers and musicians in their own right and composed music for their father’s hymns.

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” is one of Wesley’s greatest hymns. The hymn is really a prayer-a prayer to Jesus. Like so
many prayers in the New Testament, this hymn is a prayer addressed to Jesus Christ, asking for the indwelling love of God to
come down and fill our lives, and transform us from the inside out.

“Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down.” The core theological claim of this hymn is that God’s
love surpasses and excels all the other loves we know and experience. It is a prayer for God’s surpassing love to come from
heaven to earth and take root and grow in our hearts by faith; to fix in us a humble dwelling and change us into the likeness of
Jesus Christ our Savior. Even though love is often easy to say, when we get down to it, it is so very hard. The two great strug-
gles of love are very simple, to receive love and to give love. It is so hard to believe that we are truly loved, and so hard to
love others, especially when they disappoint us, disagree with us, push our buttons, or drive us crazy.

The tunes BEECHER AND HYFRYDOL typically ac-
company the text in most hymnals. The more sophisticat-
ed melody HYFRYDOL, written 130 years after the
hymn’s authorship, is from the Welsh, a people with a
heritage of folk music and a long tradition of communal
song. The name given this tune is the Welsh word for
“delightful. «

Little did Charles Wesley know that “Love Divine, All
Loves Excelling” would rise to become one of the most
popular and consistently sung Christian songs impacting
people across all denominational lines.

CONGREGATE TIDINGS
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02-01 Dr. Heidi Root
02-02 Maryann Schiller
02-06 Debbie Smith
02-10 Susanne Lowd
02-12 Richard Altenbern
02-15 Alicia Porkka
02-22 Denise Leighton
02-25 Donald Ekberg
02-27 Don Newton

02-28 Craig Fillmann
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02-04 Don and Betty Newton
02-18 Frank and Anne Polak
02-20 Lee and Paul Coffield
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Lectionaries

FEBRUARY 1, 2026

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Communion Sunday

Micah 6:1-8

Psalm 15

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Matthew 5:1-12

FEBRUARY 8, 2026

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 58:1-9a, (9b-12)

Psalm 112:1-9 (10)

1 Corinthians 2:1-12, (13-16)
Matthew 5:13-20

FEBRUARY 15, 2026
Transfiguration Sunday
Exodus 24:12-18

Psalm 3 or Psalm 99

2 Peter 1:16-21

Matthew 17:1-9

FEBRUARY 22, 2026
First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7
Psalm 32

Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

C(lrucicht

Remember those in our extended care facilities.
Mineral Springs: Liz George-Hussey
Mountain View: June Waltz and Jean Smykla

Please call the church office with prayer concerns if you wish names to be listed in the
next Congregate Tidings.

Please pray for those dealing with illness, surgery or recov-
ery, especially: Jay Donabedian, Evelyn Porter,

Deb Smith, Barbara Starkey, Mike James,

Jeff and Lois Ward, and Frances Richardson.

Remember those who mourn, especially the family of
Brett Russell.

CONGREGATE TIDINGS



The Congregate Tidings

First Church of Christ, Congregational
United Church of Christ

PO Box 401

N Conway, NH 03860-0401

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

So |Vd the world
th&t he gave his
only

b&gotten
so¥i
©hat whosoever
belfeves
i¥2 him should
not p@rish but have

.ever(asﬂ V\ﬁ lite f

John 3:16

CHURCH & VAUGHAN STAFF
Church Administrator/Editor: Denise Leighton
Pianist/Organist: Patrick Speckamp
Associate Organist: Muriel Magg
Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir Director:
Anne W. Polak

Vaughan Administrator: Jennifer Perkins
Vaughan Learning Center Director:

Heather Ouellette
Church Sexton: Mark Schiller

Worship Service at 10am

Church Office (603)356-2324
Denise Ext. #1
Fax Number (603)356-2106
Vaughan Food Pantry (603)602-1801
Vaughan Learning Center (603)356-5213
E-mail addresses:
churchoffice@firstchurchnec.com
Church Website: www.firstchurchnc.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh




