
 

 

 

Update from your Pastor Search Team 
 
We want to thank all those who filled out and sent back Congregational Surveys! 
 
The comments, feedback and opinions shared are all valuable and essential in our effort to find our next Pas-
tor.  It is in large part that these surveys, as well as other input, have necessitated our Church to consider 
changes in leadership and policy.  These changes are crucial in creating a more positive Church environment.  
This is essential for us to attract our new Pastor, and to retain our Pastor, once he or she is with us, so thanks 
again for sharing! 
 
After much work, our Church Profile is updated and completed.  We are poised to begin our search and are 
considering, in addition to searching within the UCC, searching in other venues as well.  Your Pastor Search 
Team is excited to embark on this endeavor and with God's guidance, we will succeed!   
 
Gwen Johnson, Peter Magg, Ken Schiller, Rebecca Schiller, Jenni Terry Cluff 
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Nominating Committee 
 

We have had several resignations this 
year from boards, committees, and teams.  
Many of these individuals have served 
for years and are looking for a much 
needed break. 
 
This leaves golden opportunities for you 
to serve!  It’s the perfect time for you to 
share your talents with the church and 
serve others. 

 
You could be the fresh voice we need with new ideas that set this church apart as a guid-
ing light in our community. 
 
If you are willing and able to serve in any capacity, please call me in the Church Office at 
603-356-2324. 
 
Denise Leighton 
Nominating Chairperson 
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Deaconõs Corner & moreé 
                                                       By Helen Goss – Diaconate Chair

Did you find JOY this Advent Season?  I am writ-

ing this just after we have lit the Candle of Joy on 

the Advent Wreath.  But are you struggling to find 

joy these days?  It’s hard to shut out what is going 

on around us and maybe that’s the point.  We aren’t 

supposed to.  But rather we should be looking for 

the joy we can help to foster in these times.  Even 

when John the Baptist calls us to repent, we need to 

make time for joy.  The candle lighting reading for 

this Sunday stated we light this candle for those 

who need JOY most; those in endless despair, those 

who find little joy in daily life, those dealing with 

loss and brought low by disappointment.  Joy is different from happiness.  Joy runs deep and is consid-

ered a gift from God.  It is meant to provide peace and comfort even in the times we struggle, unlike 

happiness that can be fleeting and is affected by current circumstances.   

 

I am reminded by the Rev. Dr. Michael Piazza that “Christmas came in a time of oppression, to a family 

in poverty, and in a land where religion seemed determined to add to people’s suffering rather than re-

lieve it.  Although the secular celebration obscures these historical facts and uses decorations, shopping, 

feasting, and drinking to pretend to be happy, there is little true joy.”  He goes on to tell us to seek out 

joy and not “settle for seasonal happiness.” 

 

I pray each of you found and continue to seek out joy in the days ahead.  I know I found great joy in 

working with Pastor Sue and being a small part of her vision for each service.  And I don’t think anyone 

didn’t find great joy in the music ministry of this church!  We are so blessed with Anne and Patrick 

who bring such true Spirit to this place.  I will continue to find joy in those who find their voice and 

want to serve in this church and beyond its doors.  Are you able to give some time to help the Food Pan-

try or the Vaughan Learning Center, who wants us to read to the children?  Will you raise your hand to 

serve on the Diaconate or Mission Boards or help with Fellowship time after service?  What about Chris-

tian Education?  Can you give an hour even once a month to be a teacher’s aide downstairs?  Do you 

have a Message to share?  Or maybe you want to start by being a Liturgist?  Can you help us bring an 

Open and Affirming welcome out into our community?  For some of us, it is time to shift gears, but that 

doesn’t mean there aren’t still a wealth of opportunities at First Church to become the disciples of Christ 

that we are called to be as members of this faith community.  Yes, the struggle is real, but God will see 

us through.   

 

We will continue to have services in the year ahead.  There will be someone to lead worship and I am 

asking and praying for volunteers that want to serve.  You will not be left on your own.  We are also try-

ing to coordinate a pastor for pulpit supply that can offer Communion at least once a month.  It may not 

always be the first Sunday of the month, but we are working to secure officiants at least monthly.  We 

invite you to worship with us in the New Year as we continue to find our way.  Joy to you all! 
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GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 
PRESERVING TRADITION 

By Muriel Magg - Music Team Chair 
 

African Americans have a rich musical history through the use of passing down stories in the form of a 
song. These songs are called spirituals and the slaves often sang them in the fields while working, and in 
their celebrations. These songs have a feeling of “incredible majesty and haunting beauty.” 
 
“Go Tell It on the Mountain” (page 154 in The New Century Hymnal) is one of the most well-known and 
beloved Negro spirituals, and represents just one of the countless contributions made to American music 
by enslaved people. These songs represented a passion for life and living despite the suffering, humilia-
tion, and unimaginable cruelty of slavery. 
 
It took three generations of Works’ men over 70 years of field research, transcription, and publishing to 
put together a wide collection of African American spirituals which otherwise could have been lost to 
history. John Wesley Work, a Black choir director in Nashville, Tennessee, began a mission to write 
down melodies and lyrics of these well-known songs, often traveling hundreds of miles to seek former 
slaves who had sung songs while they labored. Work’s passion for the music and history of these well-
known songs was passed on to his son, John Wesley Work II (1871-1925). During the Great Depression, 
Frederick Jerome Work III, also embraced his family’s passion for preserving old Negro spirituals and 
took special interest in “Go Tell It on the Mountain.” In 1940, he published his rendition and is the ver-
sion we know and love today. 
 
The verses of this song are short and simple - two lines each - likewise the chorus. It tells of shepherds 
whose evening was interrupted by a holy light and an angels’ chorus. It tells of the Christ-child, born in a 
lowly manger and the salvation that he brought us. Then it says: Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills 
and everywhere. Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ was born! 
 
The Christmas season can be one of the most joyful and heartwarming times of the year. Families meet 
together, gifts are exchanged, the wonderful Christmas carols are sung. We as Christians take time to re-
member the coming of our Savior. One of the greatest Christmas carols is also a great reminder of OUR 
responsibility to TELL OTHERS about the ONE who came to bring us Salvation. That hymn is GO 
TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN. 
 
Today, the hymn story of “Go Tell It on the Mountain” stands not just as an African American spiritual 
or a Christmas carol, but is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit; and the power of music to 
convey messages of faith, hope, and love to the diverse cultures at home and around the world. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

We are looking for several people that can help with our Christian Education program, offering Nursery 
Care and Sunday School classes for Kindergarten through 5th Grade.  To be specific, we are looking for 
people that would be willing to accompany a teacher downstairs on any given Sunday that we have chil-
dren.  For safety purposes, there should always be two competent adults downstairs with the children at all 
times, which requires a background check that the church pays for.  We also maintain an Open Door Policy 
in our classrooms at all times. 
 
If you are willing to help, would you please let Helen Goss or Jennifer Terry Cluff know?  Currently, there 
is a scholarship program being promoted at the Vaughan Learning Center for children that attend the day-
care to receive financial assistance if their parent(s) or guardian(s) become active members of this church.  
The details are being worked out now, but should we see an influx of children, we need to have proper su-
pervision in place.   
 
You are welcome to call Helen Goss directly at 603-520-6891 for further information or to advise of your 

willingness to help.  We are hoping this builds a bridge between the daycare and the church and correlates 

into much needed growth at First Church.  

Christmas Family gathering 2025!  
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“The View from My Window” 
Jennifer Perkins, Administrator 

 

December proves to be a busy time of year and our 
Food Pantry is no exception. 
 
Vaughan is fortunate to operate in such a giving 
community as ours and hundreds of people have 
collected food and funds to donate to both the Food 
Pantry and the Senior Non-Food Pantry program.  
 
The Conway Police Department held their annual 
food collection drive at Market Basket on Saturday, 
December 6th and the Vaughan Food Pantry re-
ceived 870 pounds of shelf-stable food as well as 
hygiene products. The PD does this each year and 
divides the collection between Vaughan and the 
Conway Village Church Food Pantry. As always, a 
huge thank you to everyone who participated!  
 
Also, a big shout out to all the volunteers who sort 
and put away the items donated! 
 
There is no lovelier way to end the year than wit-
nessing the generosity and kindness of so many in 
the Mt. Washington Valley, and beyond! 
 

Warmly, 
Jennifer 

JANUARY 4, 2026 
Second Sunday after Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Psalm 147:12-20 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
John 1:(1-9), 10-18 
 
JANUARY 11, 2026 
Baptism of the Lord 
Isaiah 43:1-7 
Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43 
Matthew 3:13-17 
 
JANUARY 18, 2026 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-11 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42 
 
JANUARY 25, 2026 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Matthew 4:12-23 

Picture above from the Conway Police Department 
“Fill the Trailer” event at Market Basket. 
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01-01 Brett and Cindy Russell 01-02 Robert Smith 
01-06 Carol Fillman 
01-06 Helen Goss 
01-10 Karen Cameron 
01-10 Tyler James 
01-13 Carol Westervelt 
01-15 Rebecca Schiller 
01-15 Jennifer Perkins 
01-15 Richard P. Goss III 
01-19 Dan Jones 
01-25 Robert Seaman 
01-29 Kelly Drew 
01-29 Mary Gaudette 
01-31 Lucy Howland 

Please pray for those dealing with illness, surgery or 
recovery, especially:  Jay Donabedian,  
Evelyn Porter, Deb Smith, Barbara Starkey,  
Mike James, Jeff and Lois Ward, and  
Dick Altenbern. 
  
Remember those in our extended care facilities.  
 
Mineral Springs:  Liz George-Hussey  

 
                                                            Mountain View:  June Waltz and Jean Smykla 
 
Please call the church office with prayer concerns if you wish names to be listed in the 
next Congregate Tidings. 

ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE NO LATER 
THAN JANUARY 12, 2026.  THANK YOU! 

 
 

June Waltz 
96 Kancamangus Hwy. 

Conway, NH  
03818-0017 



 

 

 
 

The Congregate Tidings 
First Church of Christ, Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
PO Box 401 
N. Conway, NH 03860-0401 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

CHURCH  & VAUGHAN STAFF  

Church Administrator/Editor:  Denise Leighton 

Pianist/Organist: Patrick Speckamp 

Associate Organist:  Muriel Magg 

Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir Director:   

                                                       Anne W. Polak 

Vaughan Administrator:  Jennifer Perkins    

Vaughan Learning Center Director:   

                                                   Heather Ouellette 

Church Sexton:  Mark Schiller 
 

Worship Service at 10am 
 

Church Office (603)356-2324 
Denise Ext. #1 

Fax Number (603)356-2106  
Vaughan Food Pantry (603)602-1801 

Vaughan Learning Center (603)356-5213 
E-mail addresses:   

churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com 
Church Website:  www.firstchurchnc.com 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh 
 

 

Vaughan Learning Center can always use mone-
tary help purchasing supplies for the daycare.  
 
You are most welcome to stop by any time and 
give a gift of any size to help them out. 
 
There  children will benefit from your generosi-
ty more than you know.  Thank you! 


