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“Ne matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are
welcome here!”



Like the iconic figures gathered around the Christ Child in our nativity
scenes, we gather together because we want to know Jesus more as
we seek to bring his Reign of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love on earth.

*Please stand if you are able

Gathering
Prelude
We invite you to use this time for silent prayer
and reflection as we prepare for worship.
Welcome

We Gather at the Scene

Leader:In 1865, William Chatterton Dix penned a poem that would
become the beloved Christmas-time favorite, “What Child is This?”
This year for Advent and Christmas, we will be prompted by this carol
to ask deeper questions of Jesus' identity, “what child /S this?” When
we look beyond the lullaby, what we discover is that the answers are
much more complicated than the lilting lullaby tune conveys. The
time of Jesus' birth was fraught with difficulties. This is the scene into
which Jesus was born. We are called, as his disciples, to enter the
scene in the midst of our own complicated and difficult time in
history, offering Hope as the Christ Child did.

What Child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?



Lighting of the First Advent Candle Peter & Muriel Magg

This, this is Christ, the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,

The Babe, the Son of Mary!

Prayer of Invocation (Unison)

Here, at the nativity of your birth, give us the courage to face this
moment with humility and hope. Open us to new understandings
of the unfolding story of your presence among us. Show us the
true meaning of the kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. We pray
in the name of the Child, the One Who Reigns in our hearts and
lives. Amen.

*Hymn NCH #304  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
Signs of Hope

Leader: Peace be with you!

People: And also with you!

Leader:1 invite you to pass the peace with one another and to those
worshiping online.

Proclamation
We open ourselves to the full story of Christ’s birth, knowing that his
story is the ground of our faith and the light for our path.

We Hear the Story Hebrew Bible: Lamentations 3:46-57 (page 767)
Gospel: Luke 2: 1-5 (NT page 58)

At the end of the readings, the reader will say, “The word of God for the people of
God.” We invite your response to be, “Thanks be to God.”



The Children Gather

The Word In Music Alleluia for Advent
Based on an English Carol & Resonet in laudibus

Setting by P. M. Liebergen
(Resonet in laudibus - Let praises resound)

Allelu! Alleluia! Prepare for the Lord!

Allelu! Alleluia! Sing out in accord!

Hear the songs of the angels ring out through the night!
Allelu! He is coming, the Lord of Light!

Allelu! Alleluia! Rise up, hear this call!

Allelu! Alleluia! Rejoice one and all!

For the child infant lowly will come from above!

Allelu! Alleluia! He will bring you God's peace and love!

Allelu! Alleluia! Prepare for the King!

Allelu! Alleluia! Let voices now ring!

Hear the songs we are singing with joy and good cheer!

He shall come that holy night! Prepare for the Lord of Light!

Sermon The Lullaby of a King Pastor Sue

Response

Our faithful response is to praise God for this story of Emmanuel,
God-With-Us, even and especially in the midst of difficulty, for God is
indeed with us even still.

“We Keep Watch” - Prayers

Joys and Concerns

To be sung by the choir
Great, Holy One, spreading time and space,
show us who You are in a human face.

Time of Silent Contemplation



[to be sung by the choir]

Hidden one, how can we find you,
when our world is filled with pain,
and our praying is in vain?

If we knock and get no answer,
and we cannot cope, help us still to hope.

[sung by all]
Great, Holy One, spreading time and space,
show us who You are in a human face.

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord'’s Prayer
Leader: Let us pray together.
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
[sung by all]
Great, Holy One, spreading time and space,
show us who You are in a human face.

Offering “So Bring Him..."”
*Doxology  Tune “What Child is This”
Praise God for gifts of hope and peace
Praise God for gifts of joy and love
Praise God for sending Christ to dwell

On earth for us - Emmanuel. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving



Sending Forth

Just as our theme carol asks, “what child is this?” we, too, have come
with our questions this day. We go into the world with answers of
Good News, being the Body of Christ through our words and deeds.

People: We Ask, We Answer

Leader: As we prepare to go into the world,

let us ask and answer the question we came with.
People: What child Is this?

Leader: This is the one born into a time when

hope was hard.

People: What child IS this?

Leader: This is the one whose lowly status would send a message of
hope that alleviation of oppression is a holy endeavor.
People: What child IS this?

Leader: This, this is the "King of Kings”

who shows us the way of true hope for all people.

*Hymn (Red Hymnal) #38 Take the Name of Jesus With You
Benediction

Sung Response
This, this is Christ, the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary!

Postlude O Come, O Come Emmanuel Thomas Helmore/
- arr. Polly Bekasova

The altar flowers sparkle as we enter Advent! May the miracle of
this season bring you out of darkness and into the Light that is
Jesus Christ!



Greeter: Jackie Howe

Ushers: Jay Donabedian and Fred Starkrey
Liturgist: Dan Jones

Flutist: Christine Russian

CHRISTMAS FAMILY HOLIDAY GATHERING

You are invited to jump into the holiday season and join us for a
on December 7" following Worship!

The fun begins at 11:30ish with kid friendly food and
ornament crafting!
After our bellies are full, we will join in singing favorite holiday
songs while we trim the Christmas tree!

In recognition of the ways we remind ourselves of the Advent Season,
along with decorating and singing there will be a Blessing of the

Nativities. The manger scene or Nativity has been displayed in homes
for many years. This will be a service or prayer to bless a Christmas
Nativity/manger scene, reflecting on the birth of Jesus and asking God
to use the scene to bring joy and a deeper understanding of His
message. This time together is a way to remind those who see your
scene of the humble birth of Jesus, and of peace, justice, and the joy
that the Nativity represents. Make plans to bring your special
Nativity/manger set to share in this time of blessing!

This gathering is for £VERYONE and will be over before dark!

Please come and share some holiday cheer!



Welcome to First Church of Christ! We are currently in the discernment
process for our next settled pastor and are pleased that you have
chosen to worship with us today. If you are visiting with us today,
please note that there are two fire exits at the rear of the sanctuary and
one at the back of the church through the kitchen. There are two
unisex bathrooms; one downstairs off the front entrance and one off
the kitchen at the rear of the building.

The doors to the church are locked at 10:10am on Sundays for
everyone's safety. One of the doors in the back of the sanctuary is kept
open for the Ushers to keep an eye out for any latecomers. Please
knock on the glass if you need to get their attention.

Evelyn Porter is designated as The Coordinator of the Diaconates’ Ministry
of Greeting. If you would like her to send a card from the church to
someone who is ill, grieving, celebrating or who just needs a “pick-me-up”
note. Please call her at (603) 356-2881 or send her an email at
hambru35@yahoo.com.

Mission Corner:
e The Noisy Offering for November/December will go to Meals on
Wheels at the Gibson Center.

e The 4th Quarter Mission collection will go to the Vaughan Food
Pantry.

¢ The Food Pantry welcomes non-perishable food and monetary
gifts are most appreciated as they can be stretched further.
Pantry hours are shown in our Week of Activities. Checks can be
made payable to: Vaughan Community Service, Inc. and placed in
the collection plate.


mailto:hambru35@yahoo.com

Week of Activities:
Today: First Sunday of Advent
Monday AA Noon-1pm;
Scouts of America Troop 150 and Pack 150 6:30-8:00pm
Tuesday: Food Pantry 11:30am-1:45pm
Thursday: WIC Program 9:30am-2:30pm;
Food Pantry 12:00pm=2:15pm;
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 3-4-pm;
Bell Choir Rehearsal 4-5pm
Friday: =~ AA Noon-1pm
Sunday: Second Sunday of Advent
Christmas Family Holiday Gathering 11:30am;
Revolving Closet-Teens 2-5pm

Our December Newsletter is chock full of good stuff and important
dates! You'll find it in your mail and by going online to our website at:
https://firstchurchnc.com/Newsletters/December2025.pdf



https://firstchurchnc.com/Newsletters/December2025.pdf

Church Address and Information
First Church of Christ, Congregational, UCC
2521 White Mountain Highway
PO Box 401
North Conway, NH 03860

Pastor: Sue Davidson

Pianist/Organist: Patrick Speckamp

Associate Organist: Muriel Magg

Chancel Choir/Handbell Director: Anne Polak

Church Administrator/Bookkeeper: Denise Leighton
Vaughan Administrator: Jennifer Perkins

Vaughan Learning Center Director: Heather Ouellette
Vaughan Bookkeeper: Denise Leighton

Church Sexton: Mark Schiller

Church Phone: 603-356-2324

Church Fax number: 603-356-2106

Vaughan Food Pantry: 603-602-1801

Vaughan Learning Center: 603-356-5213

Church Office Email: churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com
Church Website: www.firstchurchnc.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh
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http://www.firstchurchnc.com/
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Thank you for worshipping with us today!

To make giving even easier for those who don’t carry cash or use
checks, we've started using QR Code, in the bulletin. Just scan the code
with your phone like you would in a restaurant!



