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“Ne matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are
welcome herel”



*Please stand if you are able

"Baptism is an outward expression of an inward faith.”
~ Watchman Nee

Gathering
Prelude
We invite you to use this time for silent prayer
and reflection as we prepare for worship.
Welcome

Choral Gathering Song

Call To Worship

One: Come, you who are weary, you who have been bruised by life,
you whose flame has flickered in the winds of the world.

All: We come, longing to be renewed.

One: The Holy One who stretches out the heavens is stretching us
now—stretching our hearts toward courage, our hands toward
compassion, our lives toward gentle justice.

All: We open ourselves to be stretched into new life.

One: A voice from heaven says to us, as it said to Jesus: You are my
beloved. This Spirit rests upon us, too.

All: We are God's Beloved, called to bring gentle justice.

One: Come, let us remember who we are.

All: Let us worship God with joy.

Unison Prayer

One: Let us pray.

All: Holy One, Breath of Creation, You stretched out the heavens
and set the earth dancing with life. Rest your Spirit upon us now.
Stretch our hearts where they have grown tight. Soften the
places that have been hardened by fear or disappointment.

Wake the embers of joy that still glow beneath the ash. Remind



us that we are your Beloved, not because of what we have done,
but because of who You are and the love that holds us. As we
gather at the water today, let us remember who we are, and who
we are becoming together—your people of compassion, courage,
and gentle justice. In the name of Christ, the One who shows us
how to be human, we pray. AMEN.

*Hymn NCH #275 Come Now, Almighty God

*Sharing the Peace of Christ

One: Peace be with you!

All: And also with you!

One: Tinvite you to pass the peace with one another and to those
worshiping online.

Proclamation

Scripture Isaiah 42:1-9 (Hebrew Bible p. 670-671)
Psalm 29 (NCH Psalter p. 638)
(When the 2 appears to be sung by all,)
Matthew 3: 13-17 (Gospel NT p. 3)

Children’s Message

The Word in Music For Those Tears Marsha Stevens-Pino

And Jesus said “"Come to the water, stand by my side.

I know you are thirsty, you won't be denied.

I felt every tear drop, when in darkness you cried.

And I strove to remind you, that for those tears I died.”

You said you'd come and share all my sorrows.

You said you'd be there for all my tomorrows.

I came so close to sending you away.

But just like you promised, You came there to stay. I just had to pray...

Your goodness, so great. I can't understand.
And dear Lord, I know that all this was planned.



I know you're here now and always will be.
Your love loosed my chains and in You I'm free... but Jesus, why me?

Jesus, I give you my heart and my soul.

I know that without God, I'd never be whole.

Savior, You opened all the right doors. And I thank you and praise you,
From earth’s humble shores. Take me, I'm yours.

Message Wade in the Water Pastor Sue
*Hymn Wade in the Water (see back page)
Response

Prayer with Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
Offering

Offertory

*Doxology Tune: NCH #785
We give you but your own, what e’er the gift may be;
All that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully.

Prayer of Gratitude
Holy Communion

Invitation:

One: The Lord has come to you, and invites you personally to come
and join him at this table. You do not have to find God, for Divine
Love has already found you. You do not have to choose to follow
God first, for Divine Love is already revealing Themselves to your life.
God comes choosing never to leave you nor forsake you, choosing to



become a constant companion throughout your life. Come and join
together in this sacred meal.

Confession:

All: We confess that we have not always noticed that You have
come into our lives. We have found it hard to believe that You
are poor or homeless. We have a hard time imagining You living
as a prisoner or as a refugee seeking safety because there are
those seeking to take Your life. Yet You are the God who comes
to us, choosing to stay with us. Help us notice when You are
hungry and thirsty. Make our hearts aware when you are a
stranger in our neighborhood or locked away in prison feeling
deserted by humanity. Open our ears to hear Your cries for
mercy and restorative justice. Accept our repentance for we
never want to turn You away empty again. Amen.

Words of Assurance:

One: Although your sins are as scarlet, Christ alone comes and makes

you whole. By the grace of Jesus Christ your are forgiven. Go beloved
and sin no more.

All: Although your sins are as scarlet, Christ alone comes to make

you whole. By the grace of Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Go
beloved and sin no more.

Great Thanksgiving:

One: Listen! Can you hear the voice from heaven?

All:  God calls us beloved and sounds so pleased with us.

One: Notice the water swirling past you.

All: I can feel each and every sin being washed away!

One: Do you feel the joy of the Lord?

All: It bubbles up from deep within my soul, filling me with

eternal gratitude.

One: You do find joy in our lives. You come to us dreaming great
dreams of possibility.
You come to us with a hope that tomorrow will be even better
than today.



All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

You come to us bringing healing for the nations, starting within
our own hearts.

You come to us ready to do something new, never imagined
nor thought of before.

In Your presence we join with the whole human race to sing
Your praises.

These praises rise up to heaven and are echoed by the hosts of
heaven, as we say:

God is among us! We now dwell in God’s presence! We're
the Lord’s people!

God is present now! And chooses to be our God. Wiping
every tear.

Mourning, crying, pain, God even takes death away. They
will be no more.

God does come into our lives. Jesus is Immanuel, God with
us.....God has come into our lives, baptized us with water and
the Spirit for the transformation of the world through love. In
this holy mystery we have found our call, which we
wholeheartedly embrace:

Christ came to bless the world through his death.

Christ came to bless the world through his life.

Christ comes again to bless the world through us.

Always Present One, who will never leave us, touch these gifts
of bread and juice of the vine transforming them for us into the
body and blood of Christ and transforming us to become like
him....Come into their presence and be their God and allow
them the privilege of being Your people.

This is our prayer to You most sacred Trinity may our
diversity match Your own, may our unity match Your own,
may our love match Your own, so that the world might see
Your glory, now and always. Amen.

Now let us pray following the pattern that Jesus taught us by
singing—



The Lord’s Prayer - (Sung by the Community of Faith)

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.

All: God who comes and dwells among us, holy is the
community You raise up. You come to bless us so that we
can bless. You come to forgive us, so that we can forgive.
You come to strengthen our resolve when tempted to be
unloving, so we can strengthen and encourage others to
become more loving.

For love is Your rule, love is Your desire, and love is Your
will, always. Amen.

Receiving the Elements — The bread and juice will be served as you
come forward to this table of grace, love and joy. At the instruction of
the ushers please come forward as you are able. Receive the bread,
eat — receive the cup, drink — return to your seats. If you wish to be
served in the pew, please remain seated and the server will come to
you.

Prayer After Communion

Sending Forth
*Hymn NCH #44 Beautiful Jesus
Benediction

Closing Song Paul Burtis
May God'’s Blessings twine around you,

Perfect love, and healing calm;

May God'’s radiance shine upon you; may it guide you,

Stay beside you, watch and keep you safe from harm.



Postlude The Baptism of the Lord Stephen DeCesare

Worship Resources: Worship Ways UCC and Transforming Communion,
Rev. Mary Johnson.

Greeters: Mike & Tyler James
Ushers: Jay Donabedian and Fred Starkey
Liturgist: Tyler James

Welcome to First Church of Christ! We are currently in the discernment
process for our next settled pastor and are pleased that you have
chosen to worship with us today. If you are visiting with us today,
please note that there are two fire exits at the rear of the sanctuary and
one at the back of the church through the kitchen. There are two
unisex bathrooms; one downstairs off the front entrance and one off
the kitchen at the rear of the building.

The doors to the church are locked at 10:10am on Sundays for
everyone's safety. One of the doors in the back of the sanctuary is kept
open for the Ushers to keep an eye out for any latecomers. Please
knock on the glass if you need to get their attention.

Evelyn Porter is designated as The Coordinator of the Diaconates’ Ministry
of Greeting. If you would like her to send a card from the church to
someone who is ill, grieving, celebrating or who just needs a “pick-me-up”
note. Please call her at (603) 356-2881 or send her an email at
hambru35@yahoo.com.



mailto:hambru35@yahoo.com

Mission Corner:

The Noisy Offering for January/February to be determined.
The 1st Quarter Mission collection to be determined.

The Food Pantry welcomes non-perishable food and monetary
gifts are most appreciated as they can be stretched further.
Pantry hours are shown in our Week of Activities. Checks can be
made payable to: Vaughan Community Service, Inc. and placed in

the collection plate.

Week of Activities:
Today: Baptism of the Lord-Communion Sunday
Monday Annual Reports are Due

AA Noon-1pm;

Scouts of America Troop 150 and Pack 150 6:30-8:00pm
Tuesday: Food Pantry 11:30am-1:45pm
Wednesday: Senior Non-Food Pantry 9-11am;

Bell Choir Rehearsal 1:30-2:15pm;

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 2:15-3pm;
Thursday: Food Pantry 12:00pm-2:15pm
Friday:  AA Noon-1pm
Sunday: Second Sunday after Epiphany

Faith Led Service

Revolving Closet-Teens 2-5pm

Our January Newsletter is chock full of good stuff and important dates!

You'll find it in your mail and by going online to our website at:
https://firstchurchnc.com/Newsletters/January2026.pdf



https://firstchurchnc.com/Newsletters/January2026.pdf

Church Address and Information
First Church of Christ, Congregational, UCC
2521 White Mountain Highway
PO Box 401
North Conway, NH 03860

Pastor: Sue Davidson

Pianist/Organist: Patrick Speckamp

Associate Organist: Muriel Magg

Chancel Choir/Handbell Director: Anne Polak

Church Administrator/Bookkeeper: Denise Leighton
Vaughan Administrator: Jennifer Perkins

Vaughan Learning Center Director: Heather Ouellette
Vaughan Bookkeeper: Denise Leighton

Church Sexton: Mark Schiller

Church Phone: 603-356-2324

Church Fax number: 603-356-2106

Vaughan Food Pantry: 603-602-1801

Vaughan Learning Center: 603-356-5213

Church Office Email: churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com
Church Website: www.firstchurchnc.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh



mailto:churchoffice@firstchurchnc.com
http://www.firstchurchnc.com/
http://www.facebook.com/firstchurchncnh

Thank you for worshipping with us today!

To make giving even easier for those who don’t carry cash or use
checks, we've started using QR Code, in the bulletin. Just scan the code
with your phone like you would in a restaurant!
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